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French Digitial Kitchen Is a Recipe for Success

ScienceDally (Oct. 24, 2011} — An innovative
kitchen that gives step-by-step cooking instructions
in French could spark a revolution in language
learning in the UK.
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Students using the French Digitial Kitchen at
Newcastle University. (Credit: Image courtesy of
Newcastle University)
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computer scientists at Newcastle
University, the kitchen breaks new
ground by taking language learming
out of the classroom and combining
it with an enjoyable and rewarding
real-life activity.
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"This really brings foreign culture to life,” said Paul Seedhouse, CambridgeOpenCollege.co.uk
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“Our overriding objective is to make language learning more
enjoyable, more effective and, by linking it to the development
of another valuable life skill, more educational too.”
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Vouchers’

The kitchen builds on the proven technique of Task-Based
Language Learning (TBLL), an effective teaching method
where students are prompted by instructions in a foreign
language to carry out specified tasks.
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But TBLL has never previously involved instruction in a life skill
like cooking, which will help to inspire and motivate users and

accelerate their learning.

The new kitchen is designed to be instalied in schools,

universities and even people’'s homes and could be available
commercially by the end of 2012, The first version of the
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The Newcastle University team is now exploring routes to
commercialisation. An EU grant of €400K has also been
obtained to develop English, German, Spanish, Italian, Finnish
and Catalan versions. Ultimately, the digital kitchen could be

developed for any language/cuisine in the world.
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Professor Seedhouse, of the Schocl of Education,
Communication and Language Sciences has led the project in
conjunction with Professer Patrick Olivier of the School of
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On a tablet or laptop computer incorporated into the kitchen,
the user first selects the French recipe they want to follow.
Digital sensors built into utensils, ingredient containers and
other equipment then communicate with the computer to make
sure the right instructions are given at the right time, or to give
feedback to the user if they go wrong.
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pressing the touch screen.
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ensure that using the kitchen adds to basic proficiency in
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understanding French. After a session, the user can see what
they have learnt by carrying out a short test on the computer.

Three portable versions of the kitchen, comprising the
computer and a set of sensor-enabled kitchen equipment, are
now being prepared. These are to be installed in Newcastle
College and at Institut Frangais, a London-based charity
dedicatmddesteaching the Frangblianguage. Videos

Theal$rrmantyikrnrguage Mprirdnedadhe Wil piqieet hafmals
received totai EPSRC funding of neariy £163,000. Tne project
has adapted technology that was initially developed for
Newcastle University's Ambient Kitchen, designed to help

people with dementia and also developed with EPSRC funding.
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The above story is reprinted from materials provided by
Newcastle University.

Nole: Materials may be edited for content and length. For
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